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Putting “The Word” into practice 
 

By Claire Donovan 

Vancouver Island 

 

One of the core elements of Faith and Sharing is a focus on The Word - “The Word 

of God is presented by one or more animators who speak simply and from personal 

experience of the Gospel in a way that leads to a discovery of God more deeply in our lives. We 

discover the power of God's Word to heal, strengthen, transform and mission us more deeply in 

service of others.” (as described in The Grace of Faith and Sharing document, Bill Clark S.J. 1988)  

That power was demonstrated at our retreat this summer on Vancouver Island and keeps us 

coming back for more. 

 

Our theme this year was “Moving with the Spirit in faith”. Our animator, Rev Dan Kirkegaard 

(pictured with the beard and bare feet above) shared the Word with conviction and used stories from 

his life to illustrate how the Spirit has moved in his and others’ lives. At his closing talk he quoted from 

Romans Chapter 12 v9-18. He described it as love in action. Words to meditate on and live by. I 

quote it here. 

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in 

love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 

serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s 

people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; 

mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 

associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
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17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it 

is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


