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I need you 
 

By Lise Morin, coordinator 
Sherbrooke  
 
Greetings: 
 

A new year will soon begin for our wonderful community Faith and Sharing.  If we 

want it to be fully alive, fraternal and nourishing, an important notice must be made to 

the effect that I need you.  

 

I must first of all rely on the essential presence of God.  

He is the One, though He respects each one’s freedom, 

who invites people to benefit from the grace of Faith and 

Sharing. Therefore, the need for God and for neighbours 

remains indispensable for building a community.   

 

With all my heart, I hope to see you again soon and to 

discover with you the importance of our new community’s 

theme, “God needs me”.   

 

Happy journey!   

 
 
 



2 

 

I need you 
 

By Pastoral Department of “Institut de réadaptation en déficience physique de Québec” (IRDPQ) 
Text submitted by Hélène Verret, Québec  
 

Ever since I have ascended into heaven 
I have no more hands to work the soil, 
No more feet to walk the roads, 
No more arms to hug the children, 
So, I need you.  And as you are... 
 
With your wounded hands 
I want to touch my brothers and sisters; 
With your eyes that see the pain  
I want to plunge my sight into their soul. 
With your feet though very tired 
I want to lead the people along the right road. 
With your legs, even those that no longer move forward,  
I want to run after the lost sheep. 
With your heart, I want to love the forsaken.  
With your words, I want to enlighten the erring minds.  
With your arms that can still be opened, 
I want to strengthen all those who have fallen. 
With your love, I want to comfort the lonely. 
With your prayer, I wish to heal and free the tormented souls.  
 
Yes, wherever you are, in your room 
Or in your daily activities, 
Among your parents and friends that you meet 
In the streets or at the IRDPQ Centre, 
Numerous are those who will see  
No other face of ME other than your own; 
Who will never read any other Gospel  
Other than the one of your life; 
Who will never receive any forgiveness 
Other than the one you deign to offer them. 
Such a task you can accomplish. 
That child, that spouse, that neighbor, that friend, 
That member of the IRDPQ staff, 
To you I entrust them all. 
Tell me, can I rely on you? 
JESUS   
 

Themes of upcoming issues 
 

April 2014 (dead line: March 15, 2014):  Jesus’ Small Gestures 
 
October 2014 (dead line: Sept. 15, 2014):  One hand in the hand of Jesus,  
                                                                           one hand in the hand of the poor 

Heart-to-Heart 

 

Subscription : 

3 years :     $ 6.00 

Supporter : $ 5.00 per year 

By email: free 

 

2 issues per year : 

End of October and End of April 

Next dead line : 

March 15, 2014 

 

Aussi disponible en français 

 

Bulletin Foi et Partage 

2295, Galt West 

Sherbrooke (Québec) 

J1K 1K7    (819) 563-7609 

 

To receive the bulletin by email: 

jea_r@videotron.ca 

 

Web site: 

www.faithandsharing.net 

 

mailto:jea_r@videotron.ca
http://www.faithandsharing.net/
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Heart to Heart with Jean Vanier 

 
Jesus needs us 

 

Jesus told us that he needed us.  Why? 
 

He shows himself as very vulnerable.  In the Book of Revelation (3,20), 

the Lord knocks at our door and he waits for us to open the door for him.  

Such is the humility of Jesus.  He has a gift to make, the power to change us, 

but he does not make it an obligation, he does not force the door, because he 

has the greatest respect for our freedom.  The fear of Jesus is that we perceive him as someone who 

is very powerful.  But what is really mysterious is that the Almighty became small, vulnerable.  

Therefore, he offers himself to us but with no obligation whatsoever.   

 

Jean Vanier, April 7, 2011 

The Web Site of the Sanctuaries of Paray-le-Monial  

 

 

“I need you” 

 

By Bob Kloos 

Cleveland 

 

When Eileen McIlwee returned from Canada in early 2013, she told me about the 

planning meeting for “I Need You” scheduled for June in 

Toronto. She said it was going to be a wonderful experience during which 

many North American representatives would be gathering. And Fr. Jacques 

Pelletier would be there as well, one of the co-animators for our upcoming 

Cleveland summer retreat.  

“Can you come?” Eileen asked me. “I will be going with Lisa BFF (Best 

Friends Forever) Flaherty.” 

“Of course,” I said. I try to be open to the Spirit, even in Canada, with a 

possible French accent. 

“Can you come up with an activity that 

flows from the theme: ‘I Need You’?” she 

continued. 

“I do it all the time,” I reminded her. 

“Great,” said she. “The activity will fit 

nicely after your presentation on 

Wednesday afternoon.”  

“My presentation!” I repeated, 

dumbfounded. 

 
Lisa and Eileen 
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“Don’t worry,” she said as she turned to go. “Most of the folks there will be French speaking. But 

there will probably be a translator.” 

Eileen knows how to get things done. It mostly involves asking the right person. “Let Bob do it” is 

a phrase often heard during planning meetings in Cleveland. Her task was complete. I was 

committed. 

As June drew near, I learned more about the theme of the retreat and I began to ask questions 

about our travel and departure. It was in late May that Eileen’s mother was hospitalized. Soon it was 

apparent that she would not be traveling to Toronto, and Lisa would be staying home, too. Bob, 

however, was on the schedule. 

I gathered my materials and headed for the border on the 

morning of June 10. With no one else in my Ford Escape, I 

listened to a book on tape as I passed the vineyards of Erie, 

navigated the thoroughfares to the Peace Bridge, and followed 

my GPS to Scarboro Foreign Missions on Kingston Road. Oddly 

enough, I live on Kingston Road on Cleveland’s east side. My 

long day of travel was really just Kingston Road to Kingston 

Road. What could be easier? 

Within a mile of the retreat center, my car started acting up. 

The antilock breaking system was engaging intermittently, for no apparent reason. A code appeared 

on the digital screen on my dashboard: “SERVICE BRAKE SYSTEM IMMEDIATELY.” I was almost 

400 miles from my Ford service department. This was very bad timing.  

It was raining off and on, the road was under major construction, and the traffic was backed up. 

There were multiple gas stations on either side of the road with signs boasting: “We fix all makes and 

models.” But what I really wanted was a Ford dealership with a service department. “I need you,” I 

prayed silently on behalf of my Escape. “I need you in the next quarter mile.” 

No sooner had I whispered this prayer, within a few hundred yards my final destination, I saw 

huge blue and white banners flapping in the stiff breeze and drizzling rain. Heritage Ford loomed 

large on the left-hand side of the road. “Amen,” I said, finishing the prayer I had just started. Within 

minutes I was explaining my dilemma to the service manager.  

“Can you leave your car here?” she asked. 

“Let me go to my destination first,” I suggested. “I will check in and return with the keys.” 

“Our driver is not back from his last run,” she said apologetically. “I don’t know if I can get you 

back to your destination.”  

“No worries,” I informed her. “It’s right across the street. I can walk!” 

I checked in and met Fr. Jacques, Jean, Maurice, Jean-Claude, Robert, and Raymonde. They 

were most welcoming. Lots of short English and French phrases, and smiles all around. I explained 

that I was pleased to have found the retreat center so easily, but I was obliged to take my car back to 

the Ford dealer for analysis of the brake problem. 

As it turned out, the Escape just needed an $11US clip to fix the ABS malfunction. But the service 

manager suggested I address several other “shake, rattle, and roll” problems. I agreed to leave the 

car for the necessary repairs, work that I had known would be due sooner or later. 
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The retreat experience was gracious, peaceful, inspiring, and friendly. I 

learned a great deal from the Fr. Jacques about timing, and sensing the 

need for music and silence. He is a master at understanding the needs of 

the moment.  

“’I need you’ to teach me more about that attentiveness to the Spirit,” I 

thought to myself as I watched Jacques weave the Liturgy of the Word into 

the Eucharistic Prayer. And during the closing liturgy, he replaced the plate 

for bread with the plaster sculpture of giving/receiving hands that he had 

made the day before during the activity after my presentation. Clever. 

Thoughtful. Wholly (holy) appropriate. I needed that. 

My brief 

encounter with 

North American 

representatives 

convinced me 

that Faith and Sharing is in good hands. 

Wise and aging hands, but good hands. 

We all talked about the need to 

encourage new leadership, younger 

leadership in regions across the 

continent. Let us all whisper the prayer “I 

need you.” The Spirit provided for my 

clunky old Ford. Surely the Spirit will look 

after Faith and Sharing in North America.  

 
 

 

 
It touched my heart... 

 
 
By Raymonde Doucet 
Yarmouth, NS 
 
 

I just want to say that for me the North American Retreat touched my heart in a 

marvelous way.  First of all I felt the presence of God among us and I got to know 

more deeply a few people that I had already met. 

 

Also I left with the knowledge that you all carried my granddaughter in your prayers and in your 

hearts.  E-coli was the cause of a bladder infection and for a 10 month old baby it was serious.  There 

are absolutely no traces of brain damage. Thanks be to God and to your prayers.   
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North American Retreat 
in pictures… 

 
By Jean Roy 
Sherbrooke 

Dates: June 10-13, 2013 
Location: Scarboro Foreign Mission (Toronto) 

Theme: “I need you” 
 
30 participants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toronto group 
Montréal group 

Québec group 
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The lecturers: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special activity: make an imprint of our hand  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jean Roy 

Bob Kloos Father Michael Traher 

Marc Rioux 

Bob Kloos explains how 
to make the imprint, with 

Éric Parizeau 

Simultaneous 
translation by 

Hortense de Villers Musical animation by 
Raymonde Doucet 

The Katimavik 
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Good meals in the dining room 

Mass presided by Father Jacques Pelletier 

General Assembly of the  
Faith and Sharing Federation 

 
A “flash mob”: the song 'You needed me' from Anne 

Murray, performed by one of the sharing group 
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North American Retreat 
 
 
By Yolna Dupiton,  
Montreal 

 

This year, I had the privilege to 

attend two annual retreats.  The first 

was held at the Scarborough Foreign 

Mission, Scarborough, Ontario, from 

June 10th - 13th.   The second one, more usual for me 

because it was the regular retreat of my Faith and 

Sharing community in Montreal, held from July 11th - 

13th, in the church basement of the Notre-Dame-des-

Neiges parish. 

 

Because the second retreat was more familiar, I 

will talk about what I experienced at the North American retreat held in Scarborough.  The theme for 

the retreat was: “I need you”.  This retreat was truly a time of spiritual renewal for me, being far away 

from my daily concerns and being able to listen to interesting talks about spirituality and to live 

unconditionally my faith and spirituality.  

 

When I decided to make that retreat, it was because I wanted to do something for myself, but I 

did not know that it was going to bring changes to my life, changes though not being spectacular, 

were of great importance to me.  First of all, I’ve learned what is meant by commitment when I 

realized the work accomplished by the organizing members; also, I noticed the willingness to serve 

that was quite visible in each member, and the kindness and a spirit of sharing ever present in 

general.  Noticeable also was a climate of mutual aid that helped me understand what I had to do to 

serve God, to be of service to others, because 

God needs me, the neighbour needs me. And I 

need God and cannot live without him.  I need my 

neighbour for I cannot live isolated.  I understood 

what it means to accept one’s neighbour and to 

love him as we love ourselves.   

 

The retreat, the enriching conferences, the 

small groups for sharing our faith and prayers, the 

celebrations and the moments of silence and 

meditation at the Katimatik, all such things were 

like so many graces and I give thanks to the Lord 

who was with us all the time.  

 

Notre-Dames-des-Neiges Church 
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From Eileen with love… 
 
 
By Eileen McIlwee 

North American English Coordinator 

 
 
Friends, 
 

I was so disappointed that I was not able to attend the North 

American Retreat this past June in Toronto.  My mother was very 

ill and my family needed me to be here during her long hospital 

stay and eventual cancer diagnosis. It was such a difficult 

decision for me to make, but my dear sweet mother made it very 

clear “I NEED YOU, to stay with me!”  I know from my good friend 

and fellow Clevelander, Bob Kloos, that is was a great experience for all who attended.  Special 

thanks to the North American committee and our hosts in Toronto!  Thank you also for all the prayers 

and kind words of support for my family during this difficult time.  My mom is in treatment and she is 

coming to peace with her illness and the necessary lifestyle changes that came about as a result of 

the diagnosis.  Please know that my thoughts and prayers were with you every step of the way.  

Although I was unable to travel to Canada, just a few short 

weeks later, Canada came to Cleveland.  How happy we were to 

welcome Jacques Pelletier and Mary Bastedo to animate our 2013 

“We Believe” retreat.  Mary travelled with John, Nancy, Michael 

and Marissa from L’Arche Daybreak to be with us and they all 

enriched our retreat experience.  Mary and Jacques’ message of 

simplicity and love touched the very heart of Faith and Sharing and 

the heart of each us.  We are so deeply grateful for your presence 

with us on our retreat.  

Please pray for peace in our world! 

With love in the Heart of Jesus…   
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Valleyfield Retreat with Robert Lebel 

 

By Lise Daignault 

Valleyfield 

What a beautiful encounter we had with Robert Lebel 

during our end of the year retreat!  

We had several visitors, especially people from Faith and 

Sharing Sherbrooke and Montreal and also a group from l’Arche of Montreal 

that joined us to make it a memorable day.  

From the very beginning, Robert Lebel showed himself as a very 

sympathetic and likeable person.  When he picks up his guitar, he brings us 

along the road of prayer with a song - we really enjoy praying with him.  

One attraction for all the participants was to go back into his childhood with him.  The story of his 

wound from a wooden stake in a fence made us see a Robert full of mercy for his brothers. Later on, 

when his brother had saved enough money to buy him his first guitar, we could feel how deeply such 

a gift had touched him, a fact that he considers as the beginning of his future and the development of 

his talent.  

He mentions that his faith was born within his family, the native soil of his childhood.  “Everything 

was given to me, I only had to develop it”, he would say.  Even very young, he felt throughout the 

events of his young life that something 

sacred was taking place.  

At the age of seven, his meeting 

with Father Duval gave birth to one 

certainty: “When I grow up, I will 

become a priest and sing songs that 

really come from the heart.”  As it was said within a small group: “A dream makes you go far” and that 

“the music that comes from the heart runs like water from a spring”.  

At a very young age, his mind was open to the world because of different events such as his 

brother Jacques having great difficulties, his friend whose mother was handicapped, the young 

English neighbors.  Because of such events, he developed a great sense of compassion.  

His way of telling us how he took his place in the world by being on a television program “Les 

jeunes talents Catelli” brought out quite a reaction from the audience and we were led to sing 

enthusiastically his song “Rideau”.  Interaction with the audience allowed us to discover a man 

attentive to the smaller ones.  

Thank you, Robert, for that wonderful simplicity of 

yours in communicating your message of love and 

happiness.  The way you look at people makes us feel 

important.   

“I will prove to you that I have faith by showing you 

my good deeds” (James 2, 14-18). That was the theme 

for this year and you really got it across.   
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"The Best Laid Plans..." 

Yarmouth, N. S.  Faith and Sharing 2013 Retreat 

 

 

By Marilyn Moore 

Yarmouth, NS 

 

As we came closer to the day of our Faith and Sharing retreat, the preparations 

seemed to be falling into place. The retreat was to start on Thursday, Aug. 22 and on 

Tuesday morning of the 20th I called to go over the last few details with our animator. 

A minute into our conversation I was in a panic - he informed me that because of a community crisis 

he wouldn't be able to come to Yarmouth for the retreat! Now what?  Gus kept apologizing, saying 

how much he wanted to come and I kept answering him saying everything would work out while I was 

frantically going over in my mind what we could do.  

 

As I prayed for a solution I dialed the telephone number of another 

committee member and explained the situation. After talking to her I called 

another member and all three of us felt we should ask Fr. Pat O'Meara (who 

is retired and living in Yarmouth and had been our animator last summer).  

 

As I dialed his telephone number I prayed that he would answer "yes" to 

the call.  Most people would not be willing to prepare 6 talks in just a couple of 

days - that is really a lot to ask!  Thankfully Fr. Pat agreed to animate the 

retreat and we made a couple of minor adjustments to the schedule.  

 

It was truly amazing - as we gathered on Thursday evening it was clearly evident to all of us after 

Fr. Pat's opening remarks that we had just the person who was needed for our retreat this year. As 

the weekend progressed I marveled how God had given us the person who was meant to help bring 

peace and healing to so many people. We were so very sorry that Gus Luschner couldn't make the 

retreat but we know he will come another time and that God was surely speaking through Fr. Pat to 

us. When people shared at the Happening, it was very 

evident that Fr. Pat had touched many hearts and I 

also have heard from the Small Group Leaders that 

the sharing this year was very profound and deep. 

 

Once again we have learned a huge lesson about 

trust - and guess what our theme was - "Take 

Courage, All You Who Hope In The Lord"!                                 
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Remembering Susan Casey 
Yarmouth, N.S. 

 
 

By Jannette Jarvis (“J.J.”) 

Saint John, N.B. 

 

 

My first encounter with “Susie” was at my first Faith and Sharing retreat in 2005. Susie lived at 

Villa St. Joseph du Lac, a nursing home in Yarmouth, NS. Susie needed assistance because of being 

blind and having other medical conditions.  When she came through the Plymouth School doors in 

2005, her infectious laugh brought light and joy to everyone present.  Her laughter was so contagious! 

Each year as I made preparations for attending 

the retreat in Yarmouth I would ask if Susie was going 

to the retreat and the answer was always the same:  

“If we can find someone to assist her.”  I and many 

others were willing to help her but she needed more 

trained assistance. 

Some of the high points of the retreat weekend for 

me were the Ecumenical Services and small group 

sharing.  This past summer I was very blessed to be in 

the same small group as Suzie. What an amazing, 

faith-filled woman! One time she invited us to close our 

eyes for a few minutes to help us understand a bit of 

what she experienced. As we shared together, she 

quoted from the poem “Foot Prints in the Sand”. I 

certainly could visualize as Suzie quoted: “Then why, during the most troublesome times in my life, 

the time when I needed you most, would you leave me?” The Lord replied, “My precious, precious 

child, I love you and would never, never leave you. During your times of trials and suffering, when you 

see only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you.” Later our small group used this poem for 

a mime. 

Each year Susie looked forward to reading 

one of the Sunday readings at Mass. As we 

watched her hands move over the Braille on the 

pages of her Bible, we were all in awe of how she 

was able to bring these words to life for us.  

Susie allowed her faith to carry her through 

life and on July 20, 2013 Susie was carried by 

Jesus into her heavenly home.  Jesus knew that 

Susie was getting tired and He carried her home 

to be with her father, mother, and brother Alan.  

 

Susan Casey, Dorice Sutcliffe and Nancy 
Lesser in 2009 

Eleanor Muise and Susan Casey in 2012 
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Susie, I leave you this prayer:  

“Today, may you be at peace knowing that you are exactly where you need to be and have 

everything you need to fulfill God’s purpose for you.  

Today, may you believe that you are God’s precious child in whom He is well pleased.   

Today, may you feel the love shining through all of creation from the beginning of time till the end 

of eternity.  

Today, may you trust that all is well and you are safe within God’s arms forever.” 

God bless you Susan Casey. I will miss you at the Faith and Sharing retreats. When I look up in 

the night sky and see a brighter star, I will know that you are watching over all whom you leave 

behind to mourn your passing. When I see a rainbow I will be thinking of you.  Blessings always!   

 

 

Death of Jacqueline LeBlanc 
 

In the Heart-to-Heart bulletin of last April, we had announced the death of 
Émile LeBlanc, formerly from Ottawa and Edmundston (NB). Last July 22nd, his 
wife Jacqueline went to meet him before God the Father, at the age of 89. 

Jacqueline, Émile and their daughter Claire were quite involved in the 
communities of Faith and Sharing and Faith and Light while in Edmundston and 
Hull. 

Sincere condolences to the family and friends.   

 

 

Testimony of my life (part 1) 

 

 

 

By Gilles Dufour 

Montreal 

 

 

 

Introduction  

Because of my handicap, I cannot talk.  

Nevertheless, with the help of my 

accompanier and a Bliss table of symbols, I 

was able to prepare a testimony of my life.  I 

presented it during the monthly meeting held 

in Montreal on May 18, 2013.  It was read by 

Éliane.  Here is the text. 

 

 



15 

 

My table of communication 

At the age of six, I began going to the Victor-Doré school, a Montreal institution of special 

education accepting preschoolers and primary school pupils, from 4 to 13 years old.    

I communicate with the others using my table of symbols.  The language goes by the name of 

Bliss.  I began to use it when I was 8 years old. 

I’m glad I have my table, otherwise I’d be closed in on myself.  I like that table of symbols 

because I can say what I think and can express my feelings. 

The Bliss is an ideographic language developed by Karl Kasiel Blitz (1897-1985) a.k.a. Charles K. 

Blitz. 

Charles K. Blitz devoted a part of his life creating an 

international symbolic language and the first version was 

published around 1942. 

It is made of circles, undulations, and other different 

forms such as squares or triangles.  The Bliss language was 

first used in 1971 in Ontario.   

Today, that language is used in North American hospitals 

to communicate with persons who are dumb, paralyzed, 

paraplegics or who have language problems.  The code 

having the form of a tablet is placed before the person who 

forms his sentences by putting together a combination of the 

different signs.   

Blitz’s basic idea is to use the pictographs that were 

reduced to a combination of several simple lines.  The first 

basic symbols obtained as a result of those lines became models.  They will then be combined to 

form some more complex concepts.  I also communicate with my facial expressions.   

 

Introducing my family 

My family is made up of five persons.  I am the second child.  Claude Dufour (my father) met a 

beautiful girl called Gabrielle (my mother).  They fell in love and were married September 28, 1957.   

My sister Johanne was born November 13, 1960,  

I was born August 3, 1963.  Nine years after me, another baby was born, my brother Patrick. 

In spite of my handicap, my parents decided to keep me at home. I was truly thankful for their 

kindness because many children are not so favored.   

I thank God for inspiring their decision and for giving them the strength to persevere.  

 

A Word about Myself 

In 2002, we celebrated Christmas at my parents’ home.  I received the nicest of all my Christmas 

gifts.  My brother Patrick and my parents offered me a trip to Disney World for my fortieth birthday 

and a short film describing all the activities that we could share.  When I opened the gift, I began to 

cry with joy. I did not sleep for several nights, so excited was I. 
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The departure was fixed for May 30th and the return trip for June 14th.  I found the winter very long 

because I was so anxious to see the Florida palm trees and the rides at Disney World.  I really felt 

relieved on the day of our departure.  We were five making the trip: my father Claude, my mother 

Gabrielle, my brother Patrick, my sister-in-law and myself.  

The trip in a R.V. lasted three days and three nights.  I sat at the back most of the time and 

enjoyed looking at the scenery.  If not, I was up front with my brother pretending I was the co-pilot.  

Most of the time, we ate while rolling along the highways.  There was a small kitchen in the 

vehicle.  We’d make small sandwiches and pasta.  I was sitting up front when we noticed for the first 

time the doors to the Walt Disney Park.  And at the same time, 

everybody said: “WOW!”  Once parked, my brother took out my 

wheelchair and I breathed in the Florida fresh air.  I was so glad 

we had arrived, but also very tired because of the long trip.   

We tried many rides, visited boutiques and museums rather 

rapidly; because of my handicap, we did not have to wait in line.  

We saw a film explaining how everything had been built.   

A short story concerning Walt Disney:  Many think that his 

body was frozen so that one day he would be able to come back 

to life once the medical science finds the cure for his lung 

cancer.  Such a story is an urban legend.  

When it started to rain, my brother Patrick had the brilliant idea to buy us yellow raincoats.  We 

looked like a flock of ducks.  

I thank God who kept us safe during the trip and also gave me the time to better appreciate my 

family. 

 

 

The Radisson Community Centre 

 

I began going to the Centre some 18 

years ago.  It’s a non-profit organization that 

offers educational and cultural activities to 

physically handicapped people.  

Its mission is to promote the social 

inclusion of adults that have a severe physical 

handicap by developing a sense of citizenship 

in a given community with the help of educational, sociocultural and 

leisure activities.   

 

 

(to be followed in the next issue) 
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News from the North American Committee 
 

 
 
By Jean Roy 
French Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 

New spiritual guide 

At the beginning of 2013, Jacques Pelletier notified the North American 

Committee that he was resigning as the North American spiritual guide.  

Since 2007, he has shared his wisdom with us and also his love for Faith 

and Sharing, especially his talents as animator during the retreats.  Thank 

you very much, Jacques, for all you have done.   

After much consideration, the Committee has chosen Marc Rioux to 

replace him, and Marc has accepted with joy.  With his vast experience, his 

gift to preach the Word, his commitment to Faith and Sharing, the 

Committee thought that he was the right person for the task.  In the past, 

Marc has rendered many services to Faith and Sharing, but never as 

spiritual guide.  For the history amateurs, let us remember, that at the 

beginning, the two North American coordinators were priests, and that a 

bishop was a member of the Committee.  Later on, the coordinators were 

lay people and priests held the position of spiritual guide.  In 2010, the 

administrative structure was revised keeping in mind today’s new realities; 

it was no longer mentioned that the spiritual guide had to be a priest.  Marc 

is the first spiritual guide who is not a member of the clergy. 

 

New French Coordinator 

It so happens that Marc held the position of the French Coordinator for the past year.  By asking 

him to be the spiritual guide, we had to find a new coordinator.  The Committee asked me if I would 

once more take on that role, and I accepted with joy.  I was the coordinator from 2007 to 2012.   

 

Renewal 

During the 2012-2013 year, the Committee has brought forward a means of 

reflecting on  “renewal” within our communities.  Such a means is always 

ongoing, and each one, individually or with the community, is strongly invited to 

take the time to do such a reflection.  Afterwards, you can share it by sending it 

to me, either by e-mail or by regular mail using the bulletin’s address.  I then 

would add the texts to the page Renewal on the Web site: 

www.faithandsharing.net/renewal.html 

http://www.faithandsharing.net/renewal.html
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“Making something new out of the old”  

Talking about renewal, I noticed that at the Committee level, we have “made something new out 

of the old”.  Neither Marc nor I are new at the North American Committee.  Both of us greatly love 

Faith and Sharing that has given us so much.  Therefore, we want to pay back a little of all that we 

have received.  Would it have been preferable to have new faces that would have brought on new 

energy, new enthusiasm?  Probably.  But the candidates are rather scarce.  We have the same 

problem with our local communities; it is always the same persons, who, day in day out, render the 

same services.  The challenge is to never let go and to let the Holy Spirit lead us for He knows how 

“to make all things new”.   

Your North American Committee 

On the Committee, there are also two “younger” persons 

who come to us with wonderful qualities.  

Eileen Mcllwee, from Cleveland, English coordinator for the 

past 3 years.  Isabelle Frappier, from Ottawa, secretary and 

treasurer for the past 2 years.  Together, we wish to establish 

links among the communities, prepare the North American 

retreat every three years, and make known at large Faith and 

Sharing. 

Please, pray for us, as we pray for you. 

Do not hesitate to contact us: 

Jean Roy French Coordinator jea_r@videotron.ca 819-822-3172 

Eileen McIlwee English Coordinator ecmcilwee@gmail.com 216-355-0228 

Isabelle Frappier Secretary-Treasurer isabelle_f@hotmail.com 613-741-8769 

Marc Rioux Spiritual Guide mhri@msn.com 450-710-2208 

 

 
Theme for the next bulletin: 

“Small Gestures Made by Jesus” 
 

Theme suggested by Hélène Verret 

Quebec 

As the years go by, we lose our capabilities and now and then 

feel somewhat useless.  We can then remember the “small gestures 

made by Jesus” so important in everyday life.  Jesus looked at Zacchaeus up in 

a tree, he touched the leper, he preached the Word of God, etc.  He made 

contact with the people through the senses.  We also can remain useful till the 

end of our days by doing small ordinary deeds that can be extraordinary for 

others and reflect the presence of Jesus.  Doing so, we make the Gospel 

visible. 

For the next bulletin (April 2014), you are invited to share some examples 

that you have received or have given during your life time which in some way 

resemble “the small gestures made by Jesus”.   

mailto:jea_r@videotron.ca
mailto:ecmcilwee@gmail.com
mailto:isabelle_f@hotmail.com
mailto:mhri@msn.com
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Meetings, 2013-2014 Season 

English speaking groups 
 

Group Location Dates Time Theme for 
the year 

Person to contact Remarks 2014 Retreat 

Cleveland 
(Ohio) 

2186 E. 35th 
Street, 
Cleveland 

2nd Tuesday of 
the month 

7:00 pm “How Great 
Thou Art” 

Michelle Rodio: 
mrodio@hotmail.com 
 

 July 17 – 20, 
2014 

Detroit 
(Michigan) 

Corpus Christi 
Parish,  
Detroit  

3rd  Sunday of 
the month:  
- September 15 
- December 15 
- March 16 

3:00 pm 
to 
5:00 pm 

 Pat Mueller: 
paulmueller1@juno.com 
John Fitzpatrick: 
jmfitzpatrick@msn.com 
Vivian Spence: 
viviespence@hotmail.com 

 August 2014 
 
Day of 
Renewal, 
date to come 

Jacksonville 
(Florida) 

    Rebecca Aleman 
904-230-7447  
dosacamps@gmail.com 
www.dosacamps.com 

 To come 

Halifax 
(Nova Scotia) 

Glasgow House, 
Parkland Estates, 
Baker's Dr., 

Dartmouth 

3rd Thursday of 
the month 

7:00 pm  Terry Wigle 
902-465-6890 

  

Toronto 
(Ontario) 

Downtown 
Toronto 

Days of prayer: 
- November 23  
- Lenten (to come) 

  Monica Donovan 
416-425-9944 
Patrick Treacy 
patrickthink@yahoo.com 

Advent and 
Lenten Day 
of Prayer 

To come 

Vancouver 
Island 
(British 
Columbia) 

Bethlehem 
Retreat Center, 
Nanaimo (BC) 

   Andre and Mary Catherine 

Ruel   
250-338-9072 
amcruel@shaw.ca 

40th 
anniversary 

August  
17 – 22,  
2014 

Yarmouth 
(Nova Scotia) 

Villa St. Joseph 
Nursing Home, 
Dayton, NS 

1st Wednesday 
of the month 

1:30 pm  
 

 Marilyn Moore: 
902-742-0039 
marilynmoore.moore@g
mail.com 

 August 2014 

 
 

mailto:mrodio@hotmail.com
mailto:paulmueller1@juno.com
mailto:jmfitzpatrick@msn.com
mailto:viviespence@hotmail.com
mailto:dosacamps@gmail.com
http://www.dosacamps.com/
mailto:patrickthink@yahoo.com
mailto:amcruel@shaw.ca
mailto:marilynmoore.moore@gmail.com
mailto:marilynmoore.moore@gmail.com
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Meetings, 2013-2014 Season 
French speaking groups 

 
Group Location Dates Time Theme for 

the year 
Person to contact Remarks 2014 Retreat 

Montréal 
QC 

Notre-Dame-des-
Neiges Church 
5320 Côte-des-
Neiges 

3rd Saturday of 
the month, 
except: 
- Octobre 12 
- April 12 

9:30 am  
to  
4:00 pm 

“I need you” Monique Maltais 
(514) 723-0200 
moniquemaltais@li
ve.ca 

Bring your 
lunch 

Summer 2014 
 
Open retreat, 
date to come 

Ottawa 
ON 

    Isabelle Frappier  
Robert Cronier 
(613) 741-8769 

  

Québec  
QC 

I.R.D.P.Q. 
Centre François-
Charron, 525 
Wilfrid-Hamel 

Last Saturday of 
the month, 
except: 
- December 21  
- June 21 

10:00 am  
to  
3:45 pm 

“Hope“ Jean-Claude 
Lizotte 
418-831-0125 
jclizotte@gmail.com
Web site (French only): 

www.foietpartage.org 

Bring your 
lunch 

August  
18 – 20, 
2014 

Rouyn-
Noranda  
QC 

St. Guillaume of 
Granada Church 
OR  
Guylaine’s home 

1st  Monday of the 
month 

7:00 pm 
to 
8:30 

 Gisèle and Émilien 
Labelle 
(819) 762-2515 

Praying and 
sharing the 
Gospel of 
the day 

Summer 2014 
 
Open retreat, 
date to come 

Sherbrooke 
QC 

Précieux-Sang 
Church 
OR  
Maison Les 
Béatitudes 

2nd Sunday of the 
month,  
except  
- October 20 
- April 5-6  
- May 18 

1:30 pm  
to  
7:00 pm 

“God needs 
me” 

Lise Morin 
lise.morin52@video
tron.ca 

Shared Meal 
 
August  
2014: 

Songs, mass 
& corn roast 

 

Valleyfield 
QC 

Saint-Augustin 
Church 
110, Mathias 
Street 
Salaberry-de-
Valleyfield 

3rd  Monday of the 
month, except : 
- December 
- June 
 

6 :45 pm 
to  
9:15 pm 

“Fear not, for I 
am with you” 
Is 41:10 

Julie Prégent 

(450) 373-1956 
pregent.julie@bell
.net 

 June 2014 
 
One day 
retreat, 
date to come 

 

mailto:moniquemaltais@live.ca
mailto:moniquemaltais@live.ca
mailto:jclizotte@gmail.com
mailto:jclizotte@gmail.com
http://www.foietpartage.org/
mailto:lise.morin52@videotron.ca
mailto:lise.morin52@videotron.ca
mailto:pregent.julie@bell.net
mailto:pregent.julie@bell.net

